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The first fow tfimes H’quren;/ (Hoesn"l’reJis‘!’er atal[.

I’'m at an Internationa] Schoo| in the ﬂ\\'{{pp{nes/ and a[most

everyone is from somewhere efse.

We're '64,.'4?4,5
wess. wwni by
me k;rc, )’

FOREVER.

The gender roles seemed so innocentthen.
We play fower Ranyers af recess.
The b{ondeah’{ is the Pink Ranger.
The black kid is the Black Ranger.

T awm the Ye|low anJeg because L am yel[ow.

T am sixteen when T wmove 1o the
United S$tates of kmerica.

“Where are you from?’” they ask.

“Malaysia.”” T answer.
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“Huh. You [ook [ike you're from China.””

“IF's a SouthEast ksian country.”” T
explain. ““Chinese people comprise about”

259, of the population.””

Someﬂu'rp simmers under the surface something anyry and rebellious,
bu"L'm Too busy desperately frying £ lose my dccent 1o notice.

Years [ater L'|| hear my o[d accent called “cute,” but IT'm sixteen
now, and a|| L want 1o do is £ifin,

L swifch the words [orry, boot, and [ 7in my vocabulary 1o
‘l'mclg Trunk and elevator.

elevatar.

They quJes‘l’E Take the ESL class; 've spoken EnJ[\';k my entire [ife.
T start 1o understand why it hurfs.

““Where are you from?”’ is the question, and the answer
they expectis '//\%oi’kere."

—— —
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The faces on television are whife, white, white and Wil Smith.

For us youny ksian girls yrowing up in the “10s on 4 steady diet of
hmerican media, There was only Ye|low Ranger. There was only Trini Lwan,

orre you
ere 17

(-‘rom,jll,
There is this e[derly man that visits me

at comic hook conventions.
**Where are you from, J{rr[" he asks.

“Malaysid, but T'm Chinese.”” L am
polite at conventions,

W“Its 50 nice 1o talk 1o 4 nice V{e‘l’rtqmeseJ{rI.”

He s{Jl\s wisttully, and doesnTbuy my books.
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— the cashier at Home Depot asks.

“Malaysid, but L'm Chinese.”’

“Wow, you speak EnJ!€sk so wel|,”* he says.

The Yellow Rander probably wouldn’t subject the
wman 1o q screecl\{nd apoplectic screed about
Joddqmn kwmerican diversity, so I don’t.

It becomes 4 game 1o find the n'JH’qnswer.
The one that will end the conversation the quickest.

| g™ s{H’mJ at'q bar ajone
and I do not want company.

a
an, wheve are

Yom? The ;ues‘hon is notwhere L

live, butwhere T Je‘}’ My
slanty eyes and dark hair and
brown skin from.

-S' V\Som, rmr(n‘b

T am sick of beinq expected
1o te] nosey white men
where I'wm from.

“What’s your name?’” wy barista asks. > Hey, where’re you from?”’

“Jane.”” L say, because no one’s name is ever spelled correctly.
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Y Jade. I [ike it Very exofic.”” he says.

oh 43’4'

ran’Vme
J Pa‘!’lcﬂc* .

Yellow anJer is cd|m and ro[\"l’e, but T'm sﬁrth
1o embrace beiny an angry person.

I'm notsure L can redlly be |ike Ye|low Ranger.

———

He says — L [ove hsian J{r[s, You're 4[| so Tiny and exotic.”

T hear =T reduce ksian women into crude caricatures of submissiveness

but"it’s okay because L |iked Miss §q\'Jon and my ex-J{r{ﬁn'end is Lorean.”’

iy sdys. no daub‘]’\'ma{n{nkj some‘nu'nd

sweel and Jenﬂe and pertectly Oriental.
/

Tuost 0 ka

[arae P,

A:lex, ZA ‘P"'";u

eauml N\
N

‘;’:3:',, ?leasz | ¥

Irdidn’t [ast, T don"t think he [iked tea with cream and sugar.

—— —
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M Iwm Brom Los AnJe{es/” T say, even ‘H\oudk T know what they mean.

It d swdl| |ie, because The disappointment on
their faces when they [earn I'm notas exotic
as expected makes my heartsing. L [augh at
their dissatisfaction, rejoice in %\e{r inabi[ity
1o neaty cﬁ’eJon'ze one more yellow gir].

T lie, because [ike my L\ome‘l'own,
L Jon""v/qn‘]'fo be colonized.

T've been here for fen years, the longest L've spentin one place.

L' from Los hnyeles.”” L say, dnd tisnt a [ie anymore.

Los ,‘mJe[es is home. I'm from Los AnJe{es.
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ou buaw
:j JWﬂLa Clluf(l:

gy

My husband is a fa]| white man, o%f‘]'q!\'qn, German and Lrish ancestry.

No one asks where he’s from, and if they do The conversation ends
when he says ™ State College, Pennsylvania” or** Los Ande!es.”

W IFs justd question. It's harmless.”” he says.

I you spil] your coffee on me once, it’s no biy dea].

But'when T et coffee spifled on me
every damn qu/ can you blame me
for being pissed off when you spi|
your coftee on me 1007

“Where are you from? I [ove exo‘hc\jir[s [ike you.””

T'm from Malaysia, and L [ive in Los hnqeles and it'is none of his
business. “Exotic”” means “You [ook Jg(‘?eren‘]: you Jon’i’belon\}
you arenT from here, are you? “Exotic’” medns L want 1o

objectity you, make jokes abouts[anty vaginas and bad driving.””

Yellow Raner would smile po[itely, and walk away. Or kick him in
the nufs, Igdon"l’knov/. The Power Rangers didn"t realy focus

on character development.

knd then, L also consider the fact that”
the lack of representationa] role mode|s
in kmerican popular culture has [eff me
dependent on a fictiona] character for

Ju(dqnce.

Don’t 4et me wrons, Trini. You're
badass and you know kunJ——?u, but
L think EJo‘H't\{s one.

M I'm q0inq 1o shove my Tiny exotic fistso far up your ass that
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you'requ';J 1o have the most exofic recta] profapse in the
western world, dickbucket.”” T say, and L pronounce 4| the
words correctly.

“Jeez. L was just eurious. What'a fucking biteh.”” He is appalled
at"my behaviour.

T've hurthis feelinys. I don’t care.

Smﬂlslﬂ the

rq+ n'al'ct:)

— the end —
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Shing Yin Khor is a cranky Hufflepuff, and also an

illustrator, writer and sculptor. You can follow her on

Twitter.
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